
Psalm 9        The Lord Reigns Forever 22/07/18 PM 
 

 

Introduction: 

Do we suffer from the illusion of control? 

What do our lives say about who we think is in control? 

 

Where we are looking (v1-10) 
 

Man 

 

 

God 

 

 

 

 

Where God is looking (v11-16) 
 

The Afflicted (God’s People) 

 

 

The Wicked 
 

 

 

The Conclusion of the matter (v17-20) 
 

Who is Jesus to you? 

Where is your hope? 

Who is in control? 

Matthew 7v24-29                Kingdom Foundations                  22/7/18  AM 
Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 

like a wise man who built his house on the rock. (v24)  
 

Introduction – building a house: a metaphor for our lives   

• God is ‘the Rock’, whose ways are perfect/righteous and just (Deut 32v3-6,15) 

o The foundation for the personal and communal lives of God’s people 

• Biblical ‘wisdom’ – walking in his ways of righteousness and justice  

• Jesus: ‘a true Kingdom Life has the Rock as it’s foundation’… it is:  
 

Not just a lifestyle (v24,26; Luke 6v48) 

• Two houses on sand look similar – two type of ‘Christians’ (v18,21; Rom 2v29)  

• A kingdom life must be built on a kingdom heart (5v3-8, 6v21,33, 7v17)  

o Kingdom heart = righteousness = relationship with God, love for God  

o Do you share God’s heart for righteousness and justice? (Psalm 89v14) 

• Being salt and light IS a lifestyle but it is deeper – a way of life: wisdom 
 

Not merely temporary (v25,27) 

• Lifestyles change easily, a way of life is more permanent  

• Life’s storms reveal our true selves (i.e. 5v10-12, 13v1-23) 

• Faith stands when it is based on the foundation of the gospel  

• Ultimately, it is matter of eternal ‘life’ vs ‘destruction’ (v13-14,19,23) 
 

Not only an opinion (v28-29)  

• The crowd’s amazement at genuine authority 

• A voice of clarity amid a plurality of voices and ideas: “I am the truth”  
 

In his Sermon on the Mount Jesus calls those who call themselves God’s people to 

live as citizens of his Kingdom, founded on hearts that are touched by God and lives 

that are distinctively salt and light. We are called to love God and our neighbours,  

a way of life that withstands the storms of life and death, and is an investment in his 

eternal kingdom: a glorious, heavenly, residence “where righteousness dwells.”  

Matthew 7v13-23                         Kingdom way                       8/7/18  AM 
Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  
 

Introduction: a small opening to a narrow path that leads to life not destruction  

Connecting Kingdom life/values (v12) to eternal life in the Lord Jesus Christ (v14,21) 

• Kingdom emphasis on both righteousness and justice (v21)  

• Summary of v13-23: Like any journey, faith must be focussed  
 

The right road (v13-14) 

• The gate of the righteous (v13; Psalm 118v19-21; Isaiah 26v1-6) 

• The way/road that leads to life (v14; Psalm 1)  

o Jesus: I am the gate… I am the way (John 10v9, 14v6)  

• Narrow is necessary, because broad is ultimately fatal (v13b) 
 

The right vehicle (v15-20)   

• True righteousness inside is evident by the fruit (Phil 1v9-11; Col 1v1-10)  

o Bearing fruit in every good work (J), growing in knowledge of God (R) 

• False prophets do not practice or promote true righteousness & justice  

o Ignoring the nature and content of God’s revealed word  

o The church is called to be a truly prophetic voice in society  

• Christ is the vehicle, the tree, the means of salvation (John 15v6) 
 

The right destination (v21-23) 

• Those who are righteous will enter God’s kingdom of eternal life 

• Our destination is determined by our relationship with God (v23) 

• Doing the Father’s will shows we are counted as righteous (v21) 
 

Summary: Christianity is written-off as being narrow-minded as today’s society 

favours breadth and diversity of ideas. While there are many philosophies that strive 

for social justice, entering God’s kingdom according to his prescribed way (faith in 

Jesus Christ) means we share in both God’s social agenda and his eternal kingdom.  

 

 
 

 


