
  

Today’s Stewards: AM Paul Sadler PM Nigel Barker. 

This week’s Diary 

Sunday: After Hours - 7.45-9pm. Please speak to Iain or Krista for  
more details. 
Monday: Toddlers. 10 am -12 noon. 
Thursday: Abbey Coffee Morning, at Abbey. 10.30am. 
Kickstart 6pm. 
Friday: Abbey kids, 11up, Reboot. 

Lord’s Supper 

During the service this evening we will be celebrating the Lord’s supper 
(communion). This is a time for those of us who have put our faith in God  
to remember together Jesus' death as the means of our salvation from sin.  
In conjunction with baptism and commitment to a local church fellowship it 
is an important biblical response and expression of our love for the Lord. 

Cleaning 
Saturday: Nigel and Ruth Barker; Steve and Steph Mayo;  
Caroline Whitehead. 
 
Pilgrim Homes – Framland Garden Party, Saturday 1st July. 
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     Sunday 18th June 2017  
 

 

Welcome to Abbey Baptist Church! 
 

Our morning service is led by our minister, Simon Hutton, who will be continuing  

our preaching series on 1 Thessalonians.  
 

There is a staffed crèche for children aged 0-2. 

 Venturers for children aged 3-10 takes place during the service. 
 

Our evening service is led by Simon and is based on Psalm 103.  
The service will include communion.  

 

Tea and Coffee are served after each service. 

There is a loop system installed and printed copies of the songs are available. 
  

• Our regular youth groups continue this week.  
Flyers are available and details are on the diary on the back of this sheet. 

• Connect Groups meet regularly during the week in local homes.  
All are welcome to join a group, please see Simon for more details.  

• This term we are praying for persecuted believers in countries around the 
world where it is dangerous to be a Christian. Today we are focussing on 
Afghanistan and Somalia, which are no. 3 & 2 on the Open Doors World 
Watch List.  

• Shane and Rebecca will be having a BBQ at their home on 1 July at 3pm 
and would love to invite anyone from the church who would like to come! 
They are at Naylesbridge Cottage, Church Road, Blewbury, OX11 9PY.  
Please let them k now if you are hoping to join them.  

• The next quarterly meeting for church members is on Wednesday 12th July at 
745pm. The Agenda and financial statement will be available soon. Members 
are reminded to submit any comments regarding the proposed constitution 
and handbook to the elders soon.  
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1 Thessalonians 4v13-18           The power of hope            18/6/17  AM 

We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that 

God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. (v14) 

 

Introduction: finding a path through the circle of life…  

• Inspired by hope (1v3) – a matter of life and death 

• How does the presence of hope affect our grief? (v13b) 

 

Hope informs (v13a) 

• ‘Jesus died and rose again’ (v14a) 

• Jesus ascended into heaven and will return (v16a)  

o Hope is for the glorious coming of King (Parousia) 

• Christian death is temporary not terminal: ‘those who sleep in death’ (v14) 
 

Hope unites (v17) 

• United with Jesus’ resurrection (‘the dead in Christ…’ v16b; Rom 6v5) 

• United with his return (v14b) 

• United with all of God’s family from all ages (v15, v17a)  

• United physically, fully, finally, gloriously with Jesus forever (v17b) 

o Heaven and earth united for eternity (Rev 21v1-4) 

 

Hope encourages (v18) 

• Encouragement to believe (v14; 1v10) 

• Encouragement to persevere in faith (1v3) 

• Encouragement to increase in love (4v12-13) 

 

Conclusion & Coffee Cup Question: how we regard our own death and 

grieve the death of other believers are indicators of faith’s influence on us. 

True Christian hope, found through faith in the love of God, unites us with 

Jesus, informs us of the future and encourages us as we wait patiently for his glorious 

return. How, in reality, is grief affected by gospel hope?   

 

Psalm 103v15-18   Everlasting to everlasting     18/6/17  PM 

From everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those who fear 

him; and his righteousness with their children’s children… (v17)  

 

Introduction: a Psalm that reminds us of reasons to praise God 

• Hope beyond the grave, higher life, eternal existence  

• God’s ‘benefits’ through Jesus’ death and resurrection:  

 

He clothes our mortality with immortality (1 Corinthians 15v53)  

• Life on earth is temporary and finite (v15-16)  

o Like summer flowers, life is beautiful but fragile  

o Life is massively affected by things beyond our control 

o We rarely have long lasting influence and relevance  

• But faith in God leads to everlasting life (v17; John 10v28, 17v3) 

 

He loves us for all eternity  

• ‘From everlasting to everlasting’ (v17)  

o Loved in Christ before time began (Ephesians 1v4)  

o Love in Christ that never ends (Romans 8v38-39) 

• Partakers of the love between the Father and the Son (John 17v20-26)  

 

He shares his righteousness with us (v17) 

• Counted as righteous in Christ (Romans 4v6-8; 5v17)  

• ‘In Christ we become the righteousness of God’ (2 Corinthians 5v21) 

 

These blessings come to us by God’s grace, through faith in Christ. So:  

• Fear him (v17);  Persevere in faith through the generations (v18)   

• Live according to his revealed word (v18)  

 

Coffee Cup Question: how is the reality of mortality reflected in 

conversations with family, friends and colleagues?  
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